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Soviet Gold Productioa and Gold Regerves Estimatec
ead Information Handling Eaployed in their Production

I.  Uze a case study approach to'our problen of information cccess
- because it makes tﬁe‘manipxﬂ.ation more tangible.
Use ct;ld because it represents the most exhaustive emJ1 oyrient
of the i‘u.ll range of information available to zmd norm=lly .
uced by the Office of Research and Reports.

Iz, Bizsi’cally-a great deal information flow comas from "open

. gource" materials,vnévspaper, radio, periodica.l literature,

esearch monodmp‘m and official governmental statist
This was the principal, indeed the only reguired souirce or
Tthe analysis of Soviet gold outpuﬁ and sales through tho
nid-1930's. Fulsome reportixig was the rule and this repoi~tin5
vas freely available.

- In @é'absence 61‘ pecrecy there vas no question 'a‘oout. goxd
reporting and no threat to the non-Coznmunist community o..her
then the meable coacern ebout rising Soviet gold reserves
in a period in which the role of go0ld in international Financinsi
affairs had been drestically reduced. ‘

II_I: This becane a complex problem with the institution of secrecy
as Stalin's difficulties grew in the early 1930'8 -~ which
imnediately preceded the discovery and develogment of an

enormous new 2lluvizl zold resource in the Sovict Far East.
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Tarouzn the rest of the 30°'s, Evnba;sy Iatvian reporting based
upoa the Soviet angouncee.—::nts were later verified by cstimates
Ifrca US cngzineers employed by the Soviet gold trust and by tha
dicapycafance in the purges of Sgrebovskiy who created the basis
for .t.k_m‘ atroclous modorn eot;!.mtes. Subscquently, the i)alstro:f
estims;tes vere further verified ‘
The Post-War worrles and development of new sources of
information, adnptation ol H:iri-dcveloped techniques and new
collection .systemss - '.
Western Lurope in chaos, tha Marshall Plan, Soviet modern
weapons development and Korea sent everyons into a nevw tizzy
about Soviet Gold |

A. Repatriated prisdnei's.

B. Coatinued if more seldca Soviei’:ire.femncc.

C: Concentration on npecial mtelligence resources

and dig and weait.

Di Recontact remainder of people- vho knew progi'am
in the 30's.

£ Ar;__;z.]yze pro:foma reporting..

F. The breaks start coming @_i‘_é_rg_.'we finish our estimate.

G. A enalyels from large sales,

The estimates hold up

il¢ Complete pro-foras enalysis and chatier.




I. Confirmatory ectioa in
Matal-Ruble ratio
Gold subscription for proposed centrol
currency reserve sys@
. In ths manger in which Soviet gold sales
| and other exports are employed.
Js As new ficlds opea up outside of tmditio@ areas,
) nav ;nforxhapion koeps us abreast maJo‘r‘new nines
. and coz}cénmting Mmues. L
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